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“Growing, Learning Together”





Risk Assessment for Adventure time – using ground that is not flat/previously checked (due to teaching real life experience)
	HAZARD OBSERVED
	RISK BEFORE CONTROL MEASURES
	PERSONS AT RISK
	CONTROL MEASURES
	COMMENTS

ACTIONS
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

	Exposure to weather.
	Cold injury, heat injury, over-exposure to sun.
	Children and staff.
	Consider possible weather conditions and plan appropriate programme, clothing and equipment.

Plan for children who may not bring suitable clothing – check before departure and/or bring spares.

Daily weather forecast obtained and plans adjusted accordingly.
	Provide clear information about suitable clothing and equipment to pupils and parents.
	Low

	Pupil lost or separated from group, inadequate supervision.
	Injury, death.
	Children
	· Ensure supervising staff competent and understand their roles.

· Sufficient supervision at least 1:8 (for children of age/development 3+) 1:4 (for age/development 2-3) children in each group.
· Plan and use suitable group control measures (for example, buddy systems, large groups split in small groups each with named leaders, identification system).

· Discuss itinerary and arrangements with Children.

· Briefing to all on what to do if separated from group.

· Head counts by leaders particularly at arrival/departure points, and when separating and reforming groups.
	Plan supervision before visit and brief staff and pupils.
	Low

	Illness or injury.
	Illness, injury.
	Children, staff, volunteers
	· 1st aid cover accessible and appropriate

· Leaders know how to call emergency services.

· Children and parents are reminded to bring individual medication and this is securely kept.

· First aid and travel sickness equipment carried.

· Mobile phones carried if available.

· Emergency contacts arranged
	Check first aid certificates current.  Medication bag on trip.
	Low

	Special needs of specific pupils – medical, behavioural, educational.
	Illness, injury.
	Children
	· Obtain information from parents

· Take advice from SENCO if appropriate

· Make necessary arrangements for individual pupils including individual risk assessment and additional staffing as necessary.
	Talk to parents
	Low

	Volunteers’s own children.
	Injury or death.
	Children, staff.
	If volunteers’ families join group, pupil supervision must not be compromised.

· Staff children are similar age to group and supervised with pupils or separate supervision arranged.

	Consider before staffing agreed.
	Low

	Uneven ground/trip and slip hazards/ log stacks/prickly plants/dumped rubbish/waste (unsafe surfaces and collisions with structures)
	Injury/falls
	Children, staff, volunteers
	· Inform staff/volunteers and children of potential hazards and appropriate behaviour.

· Teach skills such as lying down to look over water/high areas. 

· Ensure sensible footwear and appropriate clothing. 
· Regular inspections (as children/staff/volunteers move around) of the area and activities used. 
	Inform parents and staff for appropriate clothing and footwear. 

Adventure time leader to check appropriate clothing and footwear prior to setting off. 

Adventure time leader to explain hazards prior to setting off to supervisors of groups.

Adventure time leader to visual check area prior to children entering the area. 

Leader to ensure clean water is available for drinking.  Soapy water available for washing hands.  

Take 1st aid kit on all outings.
	Medium

	Outdoor environment e.g. soil/water pathogens and parasites
	Injury/inhalation/
Poisoning/disease.


	Children, staff, volunteers
	· Inform staff/volunteers and children of potential hazards especially dog excrement and germs in the soil.  Other potential hazards in relation to water such as puddles, ponds or collecting water. 

· Teach skills such as checking pond/puddle depths with a stick. 
· Ensure sensible footwear and appropriate clothing.

· Regular inspections of the area and activities used.
	Inform parents and staff for appropriate clothing and footwear. 

Adventure time leader to check appropriate clothing and footwear prior to setting off. 

Adventure time leader to explain hazards prior to setting off to supervisors of groups.

Adventure time leader to visual check area prior to children entering the area. 

Leader to ensure clean water is available for drinking.  Soapy water available for washing hands.  

Take 1st aid kit on all outings.
	Medium

	Constructions such as building dens
	Injury
	Staff/volunteers/

Children
	· Ensure all are aware of the hazards.  Encourage children to place logs/sticks/other firmly in place (but allow for exploration e.g. testing the structure when all children stand back).  
· Ensure dens/shelters are dismantled to ensure that other users/public are kept safe. 
	Leader to explain hazards and rues to staff and children.  Check dens/shelters throughout the session.

	Medium

	Logs/sticks being carried for activities or den building. 
	Injury
	Staff/volunteers/children
	· Ensure staff/children and volunteers are aware of the hazard and the need to take precaution.  
	Leader to explain dangers and rules.  Ensure children are fully supervised when using sticks and logs and to stop the activity if rules are not adhered too.
	Low
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